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Special Webcast 
How confident are CEOs in the Gulf compared to their European counterparts?

July 27th, 2021
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Making the most of the webcast 

Ask Questions
(via the Q&A box )

Download 

Resources

Start Group 

Chat

Share with your 

colleagues 
(available on Demand)

Tell us about your experience to help us improve our future program
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Earn Credits

CPE (NASBA)

✓ Click the link in the CEU Request Widget to sign up for credit 

✓ Stay online for the entire webcast 

✓ Click ‘ok’ for 3 popups that occur during the program

✓ Credit available for participation in live webcast only
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In this webcast: 

CEOs look at the next 6 months with a great deal of confidence. 

▪ What are the key drivers behind this optimistic outlook? How disruptive 

are the shortages of supplies and transport capacity? 

▪ Are strains on value chains leading to changes for suppliers? 

▪ This special webcast will also explore CEOs expectations for oil prices 

and blockchain technologies. 
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Gulf CEOs are least optimistic compared to CEOs in 

Europe and the US in H1 2021

Source: The Conference Board Measure of CEO Confidence for the Gulf region, H1 2021 
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Significant rebound in business confidence in line with 

vaccination campaigns and improving oil prices

Evolution of The Conference Board Measure of CEO ConfidenceTM

Source: The Conference Board Measure of CEO Confidence for the Gulf region, H1 2021 
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Recovering oil prices boosts Gulf CEOs confidence in outlook

$/bbl

Brent average oil price ($/bbl) Gulf CEOs projections of oil prices in the 

next six months

Source: Haver 

We forecast oil prices to average $75/bbl and $72.8/bbl in Q3 and Q4 2021, respectively.

Source: The Conference Board Measure of CEO Confidence for the Gulf region, H1 2021 
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Record-high business confidence in Europe, clashes with 

capacity constraints 

M a n u f a c t u r i n g  o u t p u t  
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Source: European Commission 
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Source: The Conference Board Measure of CEO 

Confidence for the Gulf region, H1 2021 

In Europe and in the Gulf, a majority of businesses is 

reorganizing supply chains

Have you changed your company’s supply 

chain due to the pandemic? Europe 

(N = 44)

GCC

(N = 50)

Source: The Conference Board Measure of CEO 

Confidence for Europe by ERT, H1 2021 
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According to European CEOs most changes associated 

with the digital transformation are happening ++now++

▪ European CEOS show that a 

lot is happening inside 

companies in these days 

▪ Top priority: investing in 

re/upskilling training for 

employees

▪ Hiring more contingent 

workers is not considered part 

of the strategy 
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Blockchain adoption in the Gulf region still in early 

stage but outlook looks promising

G D P G r o wt h  

Benefits of adopting crypto 

currency

✓New sales by attracting first-

time buyers.

✓ Increased size of transaction.

✓Paying less transaction fees.

✓Less fraud or mistakes.

Source: Forrester’s research, 2020. 

Source: The Conference Board Measure of CEO Confidence for the Gulf region, H1 2021 
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Tune into upcoming webcasts and 

recent podcasts    

Wednesday, July 28| 12 PM EST

Window On

Trade Wars - The Next Level

Thursday, July 29| 09:00 AM, 03:00 PM SGT

Economy Watch

Economy Watch

European CEOs are becoming more confident 

about the economy. Should you do?

Indications, Click here to listen

Lisa Cook on broadening participation in 

innovation

Sustaining Capitalism, Click here to listen

COVID-19’s Biggest Legacy: remote Work and its 

Implications for the US Post-Pandemic Labor 

Market

Indications, Click here to listen 

https://conference-board.org/webcast/window-on/Window-On-July-2021
https://www.conference-board.org/webcast/economy-watch/china-view-Q3-2021-outlook
https://conference-board.org/blog/podcasts/european-ceo-confidence-2021
https://www.conference-board.org/blog/podcasts/Lisa-Cook-on-broadening-participation-in-innovation
https://www.conference-board.org/blog/podcasts/COVID-19s-Biggest-Legacy-Remote-Work-and-Its-Implications-for-the-US-Post-Pandemic-Labor-Market

