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Housekeeping
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How to participate in this webcast

1. Ask questions as they occur via the chat box at the bottom left of your screen. We 

will weave them into the conversation and may follow up via email if there are 

questions left at the end of the hour.

2. Feel free to download the presentation via the ‘File Download’ pod in the bottom 

center of your screen

3. You may full screen the video or PPT at any time by clicking the 4 arrows at the 

top right of the screen

4. Complete the brief evaluation at the end so we can incorporate your feedback into 

future programs

5. Share this program with your colleagues. It will be available On Demand after the 

webcast on The Conference Board website. 
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Earn CPE Credits

▪ Type your full name and email address in the space provided

▪ Click ‘ok’ for 3 popups that occur during the program

▪ Stay online for the entire webcast

▪ Credit available for participation in live webcast only

The Conference Board is registered with the National Association of 

State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA) as a sponsor of continuing 

professional education on the National Registry of CPE Sponsors. State 

boards of accountancy have final authority on the acceptance of 

individual courses for CPE credit. Complaints regarding registered 

sponsors may be submitted to the National  Registry of CPE Sponsors 

through its website: www.learningmarket.org

http://www.learningmarket.org/
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Panelists:

Lena Bjørn Serpa

Head of Organisational Engagement and Reporting 

A.P. Moller-Maersk

Dr. Uwe G. Schulte (Moderator)

Leader, Global Sustainability Center

The Conference Board

Anuj Saush

Senior Sustainability Researcher, Europe

The Conference Board
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About The Conference Board Sustainability Center
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Support member companies to 

create long-term value and

positive impact through

sustainability integration

Fact-based Independent

Sustainability Centre

Timely, thought-provoking and relevant research

Guided by

responsible 

standards & 

frameworks

Our purpose 
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Materiality – Overview of Current Practices

Findings from The Conference Board study on materiality practices 
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▪ Based on survey responses and discussions with sustainability functions heads/reporting 

leads 

▪ Range of industries including manufacturing, financial & insurance, transportation, 

healthcare and construction

▪ Majority had turnover between 10 - 40 US$ billion

▪ Survey and interviews undertaken in September – October 2018

About the study 

50%
Europe

50%
North America
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Materiality storyline: findings from the survey

Renewed 

focus 

through 

new 

frameworks

Most depict 

material 

issues using 

a 2x2 matrix 

(grid) 

For most it’s 

become a proxy 

for stakeholder 

engagement 

and reporting

Most widely  

adopted 

framework

Understand 

stakeholder 

needs and 

interest

Became 

mainstream 

due to GRI 

reporting 

requirements
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Examples of materiality matrix
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Materiality will continue to be a key aspects of corporate 

sustainability lexicon, but….

Will companies continue to 

see and use materiality as 

proxy for stakeholder 

engagement? 

Are we likely to see more 

and more companies 

using the information to 

inform and drive business 

strategy?  
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Materiality

Risk, Responsibility and Shared Value
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Questions and discussion 



26 © 2019 The Conference Board, Inc.  |  www.conferenceboard.org

Upcoming webcast

conference-board.org/webcasts

conference-board.org/centers/sustainability

UN SDGs in China: Discussion on how companies can support SDGs 
Thursday, 18th April 2019

Responsible Digital: What is it and how can you make a start? 
Thursday, 16th May, 2019

03:00 PM CET [15:00] (Brussels)

09:00 AM ET [09:00] (New York)


