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Some of the critical questions and issues we will be 

discussing today

▪ How does America’s competitiveness compare?

✓ What makes a nation competitive? 

✓ Quantitative competitiveness measures and qualitative

✓ How does America’s competitiveness compare with other 

nations?

✓ Has it really become much worse?

▪ America’s competitiveness in the 21st century?

✓ How do businesses become more productive? 

✓ What policy levers will matter most for competitiveness?
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Earn Credits

CPE (NASBA)

✓ Type your full name and email address in the space provided

✓ Click ‘ok’ for 3 popups that occur during the program

✓ Stay online for the entire webcast

✓ Credit available for participation in live webcast only

The Conference Board is registered with the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA) as a sponsor of

continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE Sponsors. State boards of accountancy have final authority on  

the acceptance of individual courses for CPE credit. Complaints regarding registered sponsors may be submitted to the National 

Registry of CPE Sponsors through its website: www.learningmarket.org.
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US trade deficit on declining trend
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US is in goods trade deficit with most but not all of the 

world
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The deficit is a combination of positives and negatives, and 

it’s not about goods only

Source: BEA, The Conference Board
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Labor cost per unit of output performed badly in both the 

United States and China – but for different reasons

Source: The Conference Board, International Labor Comparisons Program, July 2018
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Biggest unit labor cost challenges in US are in “traditional” 

manufacturing where productivity and wages diverge
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United States ranks 8th on 2019 Doing Business Index  -

and the first ranked “large economy” 

Source: World Bank, 2019
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US largest challenges are with regulation, infrastructure, 

and investor diversity 

Source: World Bank, 2019
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The “profit equation”: productivity is one of the key sources 

of business profits
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Productivity will play a critical role to rescue US profit 

growth performance in coming years

Note: Shaded areas represent US recessions

Sources: US Bureau of Economic Analysis, Haver Analytics; calculations by The Conference Board
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US productivity growth shows some signs of recovery. Are 

companies automating as cost pressure rise?

US Output per Hour, Non Farm Business Sector, 2009-2019(Q1), %
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Decomposition of US GDP growth shows productivity 

recovery to be a tall order to return to past growth rates
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Enjoy the Window On webcast series? Want more?

Join us on June 26th for our next webcast:

The Future of America’s Heartland

…or register for the entire 2019 Window On webcast series

Bart van Ark

Executive Vice President 

and Chief Economist

The Conference Board 

Do you have suggestions for future topics? We’d love your feedback! 

Email us at webcaststaff@tcb.org and let us know which “hot” topics are 

most important to you.

Hosted by:

https://www.conference-board.org/webcasts/webcastlistingtype.cfm?webcasttypeid=9
mailto:webcaststaff@tcb.org
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Related Resources from The Conference Board

Publications

Global Labor Market Outlook 2019: No End in Sight to Worker 
Shortages

Webcasts
Using Technology to Address Labor Shortages

May 28, 2019

The Conference Board Global Economic Outlook 2019

Economics Watch: Halted Profits: A Tale of Inflation, Wages, 

and Earnings

June 12, 2019

https://www.conference-board.org/global-labor-market-outlook-2019/
https://www.conference-board.org/webcasts/webcastdetail.cfm?webcastid=4046
https://www.conference-board.org/economic-outlook-2019/
https://www.conference-board.org/webcasts/webcastdetail.cfm?webcastid=3975

