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Some of the critical questions and issues we will be 

answering today

▪ With 2020 an Election year what are the outside factors that may 

have an impact on Congress?

▪ How will issues such as budget policy, trade policy, and healthcare 

policy be affected?

▪ Is there possibility to work in a bipartisan manner?

▪ How does Congress function in a non-election year versus an 

election year?
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How to participate in this webcast

1. Ask questions via the chat box at the bottom left of your screen.

2. Download the presentation via the ‘File Download’ pod in the bottom center of 

your screen

3. View the video or PPT full screen by clicking the 4 arrows at the top right of the 

screen

4. Complete the brief evaluation at the end of this webcast so we can incorporate 

your feedback into future programs

5. Share this program On Demand with your colleagues, available approximately 

48 hours after the webcast on our website
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Earn Credits

CPE (NASBA)

✓ Type your full name and email address in the space provided

✓ Click ‘ok’ for 3 popups that occur during the program

✓ Stay online for the entire webcast

✓ Credit available for participation in live webcast only

The Conference Board is registered with the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA) as a sponsor of

continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE Sponsors. State boards of accountancy have final authority on  

the acceptance of individual courses for CPE credit. Complaints regarding registered sponsors may be submitted to the National 

Registry of CPE Sponsors through its website: www.learningmarket.org.
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Former 

Congressman

Virginia’s 11th

District

Partner

Holland & Knight

Mike Leland (Moderator)

Senior Director, Outreach 

and Operations

Committee for Economic 

Development of The 

Conference Board

Ron Klein

Former Congressman

Florida’s 22nd District

Partner

Holland & Knight
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2019-2020 House and Senate Composition
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Big Picture on 2020 Senate Races  

Up for election in 2020 are 34 of the 100 Senate seats

» Republicans currently hold 22 of the seats, Democrats hold 12

» President Trump won 20 of those States…15 of them by 14 points or 

more.  So there are not that many real targets for Democrats   

» If Democrats net four seats they would take control of the Senate; netting 

three seats would result in a tie and the majority would be decided by the 

vice president’s party 

Democrats have recruited many of the top candidates that they wanted to 

challenge incumbent Senators – Hickenlooper in Colorado, Gideon in Maine, 

Kelly in Arizona, and Cunningham in North Carolina.   These are also States 

that are somewhat mixed between Democrats and Republicans – States like 

Colorado, Arizona, North Carolina and Maine have growing numbers of 

younger minority voters who lean Democratic. 
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An early and slight edge for Democrats to maintain control of the House

Source: Race ratings from Cook Political Report; as of Aug. 2

Note: Italics denote freshmen lawmakers

Big Picture on 2020 House Races  
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Electoral College: Cook’s 2020 Scenario

» Cook Political Report so far identifies five battleground states

Source: Race ratings from Cook Political Report; as of Nov. 30 
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Several other deadlines and programs require congressional action

✓ USMCA implementation

✓ Defense authorization

✓ Tax extenders and technical corrections to 2017 tax overhaul law

✓ Health extenders

✓ TANF reauthorization

✓ Flood insurance

✓ Export-Import Bank

Other priorities Congress may try to tackle:

✓ Surprise billing, drug pricing

✓ Immigration

✓ Infrastructure

✓ VAWA reauthorization

✓ Higher education reauthorization

✓ Child nutrition reauthorization

Notes: USMCA – United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement; TANF – Temporary Assistance for Needy Families; VAWA – Violence Against Women Act

2020 Looking Forward
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Enjoy the Policy Watch 

webcast series? Want more?

Join us on February 27th at 12pm ET for our next Policy Watch webcast:

Growing the American Workforce

Registrations for our 2020 Policy Watch series coming soon! Visit our 

website at conference-board.org/webcasts for further information.

Do you have suggestions for future topics? We’d love your 

feedback! Email us at webcaststaff@tcb.org and let us know 

which “hot” topics are most important to you.

http://www.conference-board.org/webcasts
mailto:webcaststaff@tcb.org

